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9 How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word. 
10 I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. 
11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 
12 Praise be to you, LORD; teach me your decrees. 
13 With my lips I recount all the laws that come from your mouth. 
14 I rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in great riches. 
15 I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways. 
16 I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word. 

 

Last Sunday we were talking about planning ahead.  We looked at a parable from the 

beginning of Luke 16 about a shrewd or crafty manager who planned ahead to secure his earthly 

welfare.  We saw how Jesus used that parable to drive home the point that as Christians, we need 

to be planning ahead, and not just for our earthly welfare but even more importantly for our 

eternal welfare.  To do that we can use the resources that we have in this life—things like time, 

money, relationships, or talents and abilities we might have—to ensure not only that we continue 

to grow in our faith but also to see to it that others grow in faith or even come to faith as well.   

Today we heard Jesus continue that same line of teaching in the second half of Luke 16 

with the parable of the rich man and poor Lazarus.  The point of that parable is to direct those 

hear it to listen to God’s Word, right?  The rich man asks if Lazarus might be sent back from 

heaven to warn his brothers on earth to plan ahead so they wouldn’t meet the same fate he had 

and end up in the torment of hell.  You can hear the lament in the back of his mind: “If only 

someone had come to me, if only some voice had instructed me how to plan for this day.”  The 

response, given by Abraham, is that such a voice had existed for the rich man and now still 

existed for his brothers, the voice of God given in His holy Word. 

So as Jesus instructs us as Christians to live our lives wisely, always planning ahead for 

the day when we are transferred from this life to the next—to eternity—He points us to the 

ultimate God-given Planning Resource that we have at our disposal, the Word of God, 

everything we need to know for salvation, everything we need to bring us safely to eternal life in 

heaven with Jesus. 

So I thought that because the focus of our service this morning is on this wonderful God-

given planning resource that we have in His Word, I’d like to take a little time to dig into Psalm 

119.  So if you have a Bible handy go ahead and open up to Psalm 119.  The first thing that 

you’ll probably notice is it’s pretty long, over twice as long as any of the other Psalms.  It’s the 

longest chapter in the whole Bible.  That can be a little intimidating, if you’re just sitting down at 

home to spend some time reading the Bible.   

But you’ll also notice that it’s broken up into twenty-two eight verse long sections so that 

can make it a little more manageable.  In the original Hebrew every verse in each of those 22 

sections begins with the same letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  So the first eight verses all begin 
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with a word that starts with the Hebrew letter aleph, which is like our letter A, the next eight 

verses they all begin with the Hebrew letter beth, which is like our letter B, and so on and so on.  

We lose that visual effect of the poetry, but the message that God was communicating through 

the psalmist is still there. 

The main message of Psalm 119 is the value of the Word of God.  It demonstrates why 

we should value the Word of God and how we show that we value the word of God.  Today 

we’re only going to look at that second eight verse section, but I definitely recommend devoting 

some time to go through the entire psalm at home this week or over the course of the next few 

weeks. 

The psalm writer starts with a question in verse nine: How can a young man stay on the 

path of purity?  There’s a fair amount involved in that question, isn’t there?  At the same time 

that the author recognizes that he is on the path of purity he also acknowledges that there is a 

very real danger of straying off from it or being led astray.  The psalmist came to that path of 

purity the same way you and I did.  Jesus came into this world to purify us from our sins.  By 

taking the punishment for our sins on Himself and giving up His life in our place, He washed the 

guilt of our sins away and made us pure and holy in God’s sight.   

The Bible is our God-given planning resource, that’s the theme of our service today.  But 

I want to be clear that that is at best the secondary purpose of God’s Word.  First and foremost, 

the Bible is the means through which God reveals to us that Jesus is our Savior from sin.   It is 

the means through which God miraculously creates faith in your hearts that trusts that through 

Jesus your sins are forgiven and you are pure in God’s eyes.  That’s the beautiful message of the 

gospel: Jesus has purified me from all sins, cleansed me with His holy, precious blood and His 

innocent suffering and death.  So now, rejoicing that Jesus has made us pure, we can join with 

the psalmist in asking How can I stay on that path of purity?  The answer?  By living 

according to your word. 

God’s Word not only announces to us that our sins are forgiven, it not only creates a pure 

heart within us as the Holy Spirit works through the power of the Word, but now it shows us how 

we can continue to live out our lives in the purity that, by God’s grace, Jesus has brought us into.  

And so we pray that God would continue to fill our hearts with a desire to live according 

to His Word.  Verse 10 says, I will seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your 

commands.  As we live our lives here in this world we show that we value God’s Word by 

constantly seeking Him, by looking for His plan in everything we do.  And we pray that He 

would pour out the Holy Spirit on us through the Word so that we can continue conforming more 

and more to the image of His Son, and less and less to desires of our sinful flesh. 

The Bible is unlike any other book you will ever read.  It is living and active; and as you 

read and study it, the Bible it has the power to strengthen your faith and keep you from 

wandering off of that path of purity.  But the devil comes at you all the time, to steer you away 

from what God says and you won’t have the opportunity every time you’re faced with making a 

decision to sit down with your Bible for a refresher course on what God’s plan is for you.  So 

one of the most practical things we can do with our God-given planning resource is to commit 

portions of it to memory. 

It’s kind of like the line of reasoning behind a getting a concealed carry permit or having 

a can of pepper spray in your purse.  Owning a firearm is not going to protect you or your family 
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if, when danger arises, you’ve left it at home locked up in a safe.  Owning some pepper spray or 

mace won’t do you any good if you don’t have it on your person.  People who get carry permits 

for their weapons or take along a can of pepper spray do it so that wherever they are, whenever 

they might fall into danger, they have that tool accessible to keep themselves safe.   

Our psalmist says, I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against 

you.  When we memorize passages from God’s Word and tuck them away in our hearts and 

minds, then wherever you are, whenever temptation arises, those passages become a powerful 

weapon with which you can defend yourself.   

That’s an amazing gift, and we can join right in with the psalm writer in saying, Praise 

be to you, LORD; teach me your decrees.  Thank You, LORD, for giving us Your Word.  Help 

us to learn it so that we can protect ourselves against temptation and find comfort in the Gospel 

message. 

When we study this God-given planning resource, and store it up in our hearts so that we 

can always tap into it whenever we need to, then we also have the opportunity to share God’s 

plan with other people.  Verse 13 says, With my lips I will recount all of the judgments that 

come from your mouth.  A part of God’s plan for us is to share His Word with other people.  

That means calling sin a sin even if it might be uncomfortable to do it.  When we’re open with 

others about the judgements God has made concerning sin, then when He leads them to 

repentance we can recount the judgment that He made on the basis of Christ’s saving work: they 

are innocent; their sins are forgiven and their guilt has been washed away. 

That gospel message has the power to completely change the way we look at the law.  

Without the Gospel the law can only serve as a mirror, showing us our sin and the judgment we 

deserve for breaking God’s law.  But once we hear the forgiveness that God gives us in the 

gospel, we start to appreciate the goodness of the law.  We start to see it for what it truly is, our 

God-given planning resource designed to show us God’s will for us and draw us closer and 

closer to Him.  So we can say, I rejoice in your statutes as one rejoices in great riches.  When 

I follow God’s plan, listen to His Word, and obey His commands, then my life becomes a life of 

freedom.  My connection with my Savior deepens, my human relationships grow and are 

strengthened, and my opportunities to impact the eternal lives of others increase. 

Let’s close with a prayer:  Lord, as we meditate on Your Word and consider Your ways, 

lead us to delight in Your decrees.  We will not neglect Your word, O Lord, for You have the 

words of everlasting life.  Pour out Your Spirit on us as we plan and live our lives according to 

Your Word.  Increase our faith that when our blessed hour finally comes, we may rejoice to be in 

heaven with You. 

Amen. 

 


